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CHAPTER A
SCOPE

CHAPTER CONTENTS

Al. APPLICATION

A2. STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS

Al. APPLICATION
100. Systems covered by this Chapter

101. The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum
provisions for navigation equipment and for distress
and safety radiocommunications between mobile
offshore drilling units and coast stations, ships and
supporting aircraft.

Refer to IMO Standard Marine Communication
Phrases, adopted by the Organization by
resolution A.918(22).

A2. STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS
100. Standards and Regulations

101.Where there are no explicit regulations in these
Rules, industrial standards apply, such as:

- IEEE Standards, in particular IEEE 45-2002;
- IEC Standards in particular IEC 61892;

and other applicable national and international
standards.

200. Regulations

201.The requirements of the present section 8 of the
Rules are according to:

NORMAM 01 OR OTHER RELEVANT
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
REGULATIONS OR, IN THE ABSENCE OF
SUCH REGULATIONS, THE PROVISIONS OF
THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE
SAFETY OF ILIFE AT SEA (SOLAS).

NORMAM 17/DHN - STANDARDS OF THE
MARITIME AUTHORITY FOR NAVIGATION
AIDS

COLREG/RIPEAM - CONVENTION ON THE
INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR
PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT SEA

IMO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE
SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA (SOLAS) AS
AMENDED

IMO CODE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND
EQUIMENT OF MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLING
UNITS (MODU CODE)
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CHAPTER B CHAPTER C

TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION

CHAPTER CONTENTS

B1. DOCUMENTATION FOR RBNA

B1. DOCUMENTATION FOR RBNA
100. Scope
101. Drawings and documents are to be

subjected to the RBNA as per Part I, Title 01, Section
2, Chapter C, Subchapter C1 of the Rules.

MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP

CHAPTER CONTENTS

Cl1. SELECTION OF MATERIALS

C2. WORKMANSHIP

C1. SELECTION OF MATERIALS
100. Suitability to the marine environment

101.All electrical and electronic devices are to be
suitable for use in the marine environment, resistant to
corrosion, not affected by vibrations present on board
and are to be able to keep their performance standards
in such conditions.

102.They are to comply with the requirements of the
MODU Rules, Part II, Title 11, Section 7, E4.200, and
Ship Rules, Part III, Title 63, Section 8.

200. New materials
201. Materials with innovative features may be

used provided they are subject to approval of RBNA
along with the project in which the material is intended.

C2. WORKMANSHIP
100. Training

101.Training should be provided to personnel
responsible for radio communications in the use of
IMO Standard Marine Communication Phrases.

102. Refer to IMO Standard Marine Communication
Phrases, adopted by the Organization by
resolution A.918(22).
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CHAPTER D
BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR INSTALLATION

CHAPTER CONTENTS

DI1. REQUIREMENTS

D1. REQUIREMENTS
100. Self-propelled units

101.Each unit should comply with the applicable
provisions concerning radio stations for cargo ships in
SOLAS chapter IV. *

102. All requirements of SOLAS chapter IV referring to
“from the position the ship is normally navigated”
should be applied as meaning “from the position the
MODU is normally navigated”.

200. Non-self-propelled units under tow

201.The provisions for non-self-propelled units under
tow when manned depend upon the radio installations
fitted in the towing ship.

202. In cases where the towing ship complies fully with
all applicable requirements concerning
radiocommunications for ships prescribed in SOLAS
chapter IV, the unit under tow when manned should:

be fitted with VHF facilities as required by SOLAS
regulations IV/7.1.1 and 7.1.2 and with MF facilities
as required by regulations IV/9.1.1 and 9.1.2;

1. All requirements of SOLAS chapter IV
referring to “from the position the ship is
normally navigated” should be applied as
meaning “from a position which is
continuously manned and which s
controlling the MODU while under tow”.

be fitted with the satellite EPIRB or EPIRB required
by SOLAS regulation IV/7.1.6, as appropriate, for the
area in which the unit is being towed; and

be fitted with equipment for automatic reception of
navigational and meteorological warnings in
accordance with SOLAS regulations IV/7.1.4
and IV/7.1.5, as appropriate.

203.In cases where the towing ship does not comply
fully with the applicable requirements concerning
radiocommunications for ships prescribed in SOLAS
chapter IV, the unit under tow when manned should
comply with all the applicable provisions concerning
radiocommunications prescribed in SOLAS chapter
Iv.

204. All requirements of SOLAS chapter IV referring to
“from the position the ship is normally navigated”
should be applied as meaning “from a position which is
continuously manned and which is controlling the
MODU while under tow”.

300. Units stationary at the site or engaged in drilling
operations

301.Each unit, while stationary at the site, including
when engaged in drilling operations, should comply
with all requirements prescribed in SOLAS chapter IV
that are applicable to a ship sailing through the same
area.  Each unit should also report its position to
the relevant World-Wide Navigational Warning Service
(WWNWS) NAVAREA Coordinator when arriving on-
site, in order for a Navigational Warning to be
broadcast ™.  Additionally, units should inform the
NAVAREA Coordinator when departing from that site,
in order for the broadcast to be cancelled.

(*) All requirements of SOLAS chapter IV referring to
“from the position at which the ship is normally
navigated” should be applied as meaning “from a
position (or from the positions) which is continuously
manned and which is controlling the MODU while
stationary at the site including its drilling operations
(i.e. normally the control room)”.

(**) Refer to the World-wide navigational warning
service, adopted by the Organization by resolution
A.706(17), as amended.

302.0n units which do not have a navigation bridge, it
should be possible to initiate transmission of the
distress alerts by the radio installation specified in
SOLAS regulations IV/10.1.1, IV/10.1.2, 1V/10.1.4,
IV/10.2.1 and IV/10.2.3, as applicable, from a position
in an accessible and protected area which is acceptable
to the RBNA.

303.If the acoustic noise level in a room fitted with
operating controls for radio equipment is so high or
could be so high, during particular operating
conditions, that it may disturb or prevent proper use of
the radio equipment, then adequate noise protection
should be provided by mechanical or other means, in
association with the operating controls for the radio
equipment.

400.Helicopter communications

401.In order to ensure communication with helicopters,
MODUs  should carry an aeromobile VHF
radiotelephone station complying with the relevant
requirements of ICAO and suitable for communication
with helicopters in its area of operation.

402.Refer to Volume 3, Part II of Annex 10, and Part
III, section II of Annex 6 to the ICAO Convention.
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500. Performance standards

501.All radio equipment should be of a type approved
by the Administration issuing the licence. Such
equipment should conform to appropriate performance
standards not inferior to those adopted by the
Organization. Refer to the following performance
standards adopted by the Organization:

a. Resolution A.525(13): Performance standards for
narrow-band direct-printing telegraph equipment
for the reception of navigational and
meteorological warnings and urgent information
to ships.

b. Resolution A.694(17): General requirements for
shipborne radio equipment forming part of the
global maritime distress and safety system
(GMDSS) and for electronic navigational aids.

c. Resolution A.808(19): Performance standards for
ship earth stations capable of two-way
communications; resolution A.570(14): Type
approval of ship earth stations, and resolution
MSC.130(75):  Performance standards for
Inmarsat ship earth stations capable of two-way
communications.

d. Resolution A.803(19): Performance standards for
shipborne VHF radio installations capable of
voice communication and digital selective
calling, as amended, and resolution MSC.68(68),
annex 1.

e. . Resolution A.804(19): Performance standards for
shipborne MF radio installations capable of voice
communication and digital selective calling, as
amended, and resolution MSC.68(68), annex 2.

f. Resolution A.806(19): Performance standards for
shipborne MF/HF radio installations capable of
voice communication, narrow-band direct-
printing and digital selective calling, as amended,
and resolution MSC.68(68), annex 3.

g. Resolution A.810(19): Performance standards for
float-free satellite emergency position-indicating
radio beacons (EPIRBs) operating on 406 MHz;
and resolution MSC.120(74): Adoption of
amendments to performance standards for
float-free satellite emergency position-indicating
radio beacons (EPIRBs) operating on 406 MHz
(resolution A.810(19)) (see also resolution
A.696(17): Type approval of satellite emergency
position-indicating radio beacons (EPIRBs)
operating in the COSPAS-SARSAT system).

h. Resolution A.802(19): Performance standards for
survival craft radar transponders for use in search
and rescue operations.

i. Resolution A.805(19): Performance standards for
float-free VHF emergency position-indicating
radio beacons.

j- Resolution A.807(19): Performance standards for
Inmarsat-C  ship earth stations capable of
transmitting and receiving direct-printing
communications, as amended, and
resolution MSC.68(68), annex 3, and resolution
A.570(14): Type approval of ship earth stations.

k. Resolution A.664(16): Performance standards for
enhanced group call equipment.

1. Resolution A.812(19): Performance standards for
float-free satellite emergency position-indicating
radio  beacons  operating  through  the
geostationary Inmarsat satellite system on 1.6
GHz.

m.Resolution A.662(16): Performance standards for
float-free release and activation arrangements for
emergency radio equipment.

n. Resolution A.699(17): System performance
standard for the promulgation and co-ordination
of maritime safety information using high-
frequency narrow-band direct printing.

0. Resolution MSC.148(77): Adoption of the revised
performance  standards  for  narrow-band
direct-printing telegraph equipment for the
reception of navigational and meteorological
warnings and urgent information to ships
(NAVTEX).

p- Resolution A.811(19): Performance standards for a
shipborne integrated radio communication
system (IRCS) when used in the GMDSS.

g- Resolution MSC.80(70), annex 1: Performance
standards for on-scene (aeronautical) two-way
portable VHF radiotelephone apparatus.
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CHAPTERE CHAPTER T
NAVIGATIONAL AIDS, SIGNALS AND INSPECTIONS AND TESTING
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENTS

CHAPTER CONTENTS
CHAPTER CONTENTS

T1. SURVEYS

El. NAVIGATIONAL AIDS

E2. INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

E3. LIGHTS AND SHAPES

E1. NAVIGATIONAL AIDS
100. Application
101. All units should comply with SOLAS chapter V.

102. Administrations may exempt units from navigation
equipment carriage requirements, in accordance with
SOLAS regulation V/3.

E2. INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS
100. Internal communications

101. All types of MODU s should be fitted with efficient
means of communication between the control room, the
bridge (if provided) and position or positions fitted with
facilities for operation of radio equipment.

E3. LIGHTS AND SHAPES
100. Requirements

101. The mobile units, when in transit, are subject to
COLREG / RIPEAM. These units, when stationary or
positioned in operation, shall be signalized according to
NORMAM 01, Chapter 9, Section III and NORMAM
17.

102. An independent panel for the navigation lights is
to be fitted provided with a burnt lights visual and
audible alarm and means of testing. Spares for all lights
are to be kept on board.

T1. SURVEYS
100. Survey of the radio station

101.The radio station of a unit shall be subject to
survey as specified below:

by the RBNA which issues the licence or its
authorized representative before the radio station is
put into service;

when the unit is moved and comes under the
administrative control of another coastal State a
survey may be carried out by that State or its
authorized representative;

within three months before or after the anniversary
date of the MODU Code certificate, a periodical
survey carried out by an officer of the RBNA and/or
the coastal State or their respective authorized
representative.

102.Satellite EPIRBs shall be serviced at intervals not
exceeding five years, to be performed by an approved
shore-based maintenance facility.

103.The RBNA may recognize the coastal State as its
authorized representative.

104.1In every case when an authorized representative of
the coastal State carries out an inspection, a report shall
be issued and kept with the radio documents, and a
copy, if requested, shall be forwarded to the RBNA.
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